
Evaluation  Brief

What  is  the  Airborne  Astronomy  
Ambassadors  (AAA)  program?

What  Is  the  Stratospheric  Observatory  
for  Infrared  Astronomy  (SOFIA)?

  

http://www.sofia.usra.edu/Edu/programs/ambassadors/ambassadors.html
http://www.sofia.usra.edu/


Key  Elements  of  AAA

Astronomy  for  Teachers

Who  Are  the  Cycle  1  Airborne  Astronomy  Ambassadors?

I  applied  so  I  could  bring  a  real-‐world  experience  back  to  my  students.  Coming  from  a  small  rural  area,  they  

Outcomes  of  the  Airborne  Astronomy  Ambassadors’  SOFIA  Experience

      



and  inspire  others.  It  is  so  powerful...excited  teachers  will  impact  many  students  and  other  educators  and  

and  do  more  hands-‐on  astronomy  inquiry  projects.

Astronomy

I  learned  so  much  to  bring  back  and  share  with  the  community.  I  am  glad  that  I  can  inspire  others.  

The  community  has  become  more  interested  in  astronomy,  and  a  number  of  students  and  parents  are  

How    the  SOFIA  Program  Impacted  Ambassors



Chelen Johnson    teaches  Advanced  Biology  to  10th-‐graders,  and  Astronomy,  

SOFIA  experience  is  directly  relevant  to  her  teaching  on  Saturday  mornings  with  her  high  

year  the  girls  published  a  poster  at  the  American  Astronomical  Society  Conference,  based  

There  is  always  at  least  one  person  who  asks,  ‘Why  do  we  need  to  spend  millions  of  dollars  

passion  really  comes  out.  I  tell  them,  if  we  never  went  to  the  moon,  we  wouldn’t  really  know,  

Adriana Alvarez

and  science  enthusiast  obsessed  with  astronomy  and  science  missions,  and  he  would  

It  was  incredible  to  see  how  something  from  my  childhood  could  carry  on  and  I  was  able  
to  live  a  dream  that  as  a  child  seemed  so  unobtainable,  so  far  away.  I  was  standing  there  

dad  did.  I  think  it  is  so  important  for  them  to  see  what  is  possible,  especially  in  the  community  
where  I  teach,  where  most  students  are  disadvantaged.
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Challenges

Astronomy  for  
Teachers

related  



In  Closing

pinnacle  of  my  career.  Thanks!

Astronomy  for  Teachers

http://www.inverness-research.org
http://www.inverness-research.org

